CAWAJA PROPERTYOWNERS ASSOCIATION

(Established in 1955, Incorporated in 1965)
2011 WINTER NEWSLETTER

President’s Welcome
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the CPOA, I would like to wish everyone all the best for 2011.  All this snow we’ve had this year, makes us look more forward than ever to our beach at Cawaja.  
Update on the Common Reeds
Last year we picked the strategy of cutting the reeds twice during the season – in 2011 we are going to be cutting the reeds three times: once in the spring; once in middle of summer; and, once in the fall.  We believe the plan to keep the reeds trimmed has been a success.

An update for our members – the Township is now testing some spray sites.  As soon as we hear the results, we will inform our members of when and how spraying can be done at Cawaja.

Cutting the reeds is very expensive and is putting your Association dollars to good work.  Please do your best to promote the CPOA to any friends or neighbours who are not members, so that these additional funds can assist in the costs of the reed cutting. 
2010 Municipal Election
In the fall of 2010, the municipal election held quite a race in Tiny Township.  There were a number of individuals running for all positions – 14 in total, including our own President of the CPOA, Richard Hinton (but because he didn’t win, we get to keep him on our Board of Directors!).

Our new municipal council members are: 

Andre LeClerc – re-elected as Councilor

Nigel Warren – re-elected as Councilor

Gib Wishart – elected as Councilor

George Lawrence – re-elected as Deputy Mayor

Ray Miller – our new Mayor of Tiny Township

All have been elected for a four-year term.  All members of the Township of Tiny Council can be reached through the municipal offices at 705-526-4204.  

.

Meeting with the Township 

In early January, 2011, two of our CPOA Directors met with the Township to discuss issues regarding our co-owned property – two-thirds CPOA and one-third Tiny Township.  
The meeting with the Mayor was very positive and we look forward to working with the new Council on a new parking strategy.

Be a Member and Help Us Protect Your Property Rights
Each year we receive enquiries from members and potential members about the status of the ownership of the beach and accessibility by members and non-members.  Cawaja Beach and other parcels of land including portions of Tiny Beaches Road North are owned by the CPOA with a two-thirds interest and the Township of Tiny with a one-third interest as “tenants-in-common”.  This means that we own it together and it cannot be divided unless the co-owners agree. This situation arose when the original three owners decided to give the property to the Township.  For some reason the Township did not register it. The heirs of two of the owners reclaimed their portion of the land. This two-thirds portion was then sold to an individual who held it until the Association was incorporated in 1965 and could legally own property. The CPOA then purchased the land. The remaining one-third interest was eventually registered by the Township. As would any private property owner, the CPOA pays taxes and must insure the two-thirds portion. This ownership structure causes both parties significant problems.  
For many years there have been ongoing disagreements between the CPOA and the Township.  However, in 2009 we agreed with the Township to explore the possibility of entering into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in order to clarify how the ownership relationship should work.  We have been working on this for the past couple of years and although progress has been exasperatingly slow, we have made some strides.  For example, the Township has now recognized that the CPOA is a two-thirds owner of the property and is willing to work with us to make the jointly owned property work.  As indicated above, parking is a major issue that needs to be resolved before the Board is prepared to enter into a MOU.  The new Mayor has indicated that he and his Council are prepared to continue our discussions.

Another question that is raised is whether so called “back lot” owners have access to the beach.  All members of the CPOA have access to all of its properties including the beach.  
We encourage all Cawaja residents to join and to help us maintain a safe environment for our families. By becoming a member you have a say regarding our common sense rules, which include regulations about abusing alcohol or allowing pets to run loose.
Non-members often ask why they should join the CPOA.  Well, the CPOA exists to maintain and to protect its property and the property rights of its members. Most Cawaja property owners have significant investments in their cottages and homes.  The value of our properties would be drastically impacted should the Township try (as it has in the past) to make Cawaja a public park.  We also spend our own funds to groom and clean the beach as well as protecting members from financial loss by carrying insurance on the beach.

If you have already renewed your membership for 2011, thank you.  If you are a new member or your address has changed, please fill in the attached application form and send it along with your cheque for $75.  If your information has not changed just send us a cheque!

Remember – the CPOA is your association – we are here to protect your interests.  A strong member-owned association benefits us all!

In Memoriam

Sadly, we regret to announce the passing of Mr. John Shillington Dowsett on Dec. 9, 2010 in his 84th year.  John, along with his family, Maxie, Ann, Cate and John Jr., have been long time members of the CPOA.  John, Maxie and family cherish their summer home – Chez Nous.  John always enjoyed a good story and was a true delight to spend time with.  John’s friends and neighbours on Cawaja will miss his distinctive and infectious laugh and always welcoming smile. 
Neighbourhood Watch

The CPOA is pleased to continue to support our local Neighbourhood Watch program.  This program is aimed at reducing crime in our community. It involves getting to know our neighbours and working together to protect our properties.  Members who are interested in obtaining more information are invited to contact Brian Blair at 
(705) 533-4857 or at briandblair@hotmail.com.

******************************************************************

Your 2010-2011 Board of Directors
Richard Hinton, President
Andrew (Andy) Poprawa, Vice President 
Tom Czudec, Treasurer 
Andrew Chomentowski, Secretary
Andrew Woyzbun, Director
David Danischewsky, Director
Tom Zakrzewski, Director
Important 2011 Dates

June 18 at 10:00 a.m. –  Cawaja Beach Clean-up

August 6 10:00 a.m.    –  Annual General Meeting 
August 6 12:30 p.m.    –  CPOA Members Reception
For up to date information on the CPOA visit our website at  www.cpoa.ca or contact us at:
Andrew Chomentowski, Secretary
c/o 2289 Log Wood Court,
Mississauga, ON L5C 3G2



E-Mail address:  andrew.chomentowski@sympatico.ca
Or call / leave a message (905) 270-0825
Richard Hinton, President
E-mail address: richardhinton@rogers.com
Please send us an email if you prefer to receive correspondence electronically from the CPOA
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